
took songwriting classes. “I just focused on
music, kept pushing at it, working on what-
ever I needed to learn.”

Her influences include Regina Spektor, 
Coldplay and — especially — Tori Amos. 
“It’s funny, when I first bought a Tori 
Amos singles songbook, not long after I
had started playing piano, I tried reading it
and it was like, ‘Whoa! Pretty tough!”

But Tran persevered, honing her skills. 
Craigslist helped her find a band needing a 
keyboardist. She spent 18 months playing
keys and singing backup
with San Francisco indie 
group Leilujh.

Tran’s musical skills 
blossomed to the point
where she was ready to 
showcase her own mate-
rial.

“The difficult part for 
me is performing. When

you’re sharing something that you’ve writ-
ten, you’re in a vulnerable position. I have 
serious stage fright. But I’m working on it. 
I like the setup when it’s dark and you can’t 
see the people. You don’t get distracted so 
easily.”

Her stint with Leilujh had given her per-
forming experience. “But it’s not the same 
as being the front person, by yourself, hav-
ing all the attention. I told myself, after I 
released the album, that I would try to play 
as much as I could until the end of year and 
get better at it, more comfortable.”

The emotional reward outweighs the in-
timidation factor. “I just love sharing music

and connecting with
people. I enjoy hearing
music. If I can do that 
for others, that would
be very fulfilling. I 
try to make my songs,
hopefully, in a way, 
that they can apply to a 
lot of people who may 
be listening to them.”

Now she’s working on getting the album 
heard. “It’s a great learning experience.
This past year, I learned about rehearsal
spaces, setting up a P.A. and also about the
music industry — copyrights, signing with 
ASCAP or BMI, how to promote your al-
bum yourself, how to get on the radio or get 
distribution, how to get reviewed.

“The whole business side of it is daunt-
ing and draining for me. It’s the creative
side that I enjoy. But, if you want playing 
music to be a big part of your life, you have 
to learn all this stuff.”

Contemplating the completion of “Heart
Anchors,” she said, “I actually got the 
songs together and got the sound I wanted. 
It’s incredible that I did it,” she said. “Now
I have to use the album as a stepping stone
and move myself higher, touring outside of
the area.”

Learn more about Tran’s music by vis-
iting www.dunetran.com or myspace.com/
dunetran.

E-mail Paul Freeman at 
romper333@comcast.net.

CELEBWATCH

MUSIC PREVIEW
WHAT:WHAT: Dune Tran
WHEN:WHEN: 8 p.m. Saturday 
WHERE:WHERE: Red Rock Coffee, 
201 Castro St., Mountain View
INFO:INFO: redrockcoffee.org

FUSION

When it comes time to put
your home on the market, tell
your Realtor that you want it
advertised in the Daily News.

An ad appearing four days
in the Daily News will reach
more than half a million
readers. No other local paper
comes close.

If you want a larger turnout
for an open house, and a
faster sale, sell it in the

Insist
on the

Daily News

Daily News
650-391-1000

TRX HOLIDAY BOOT CAMP

TRX SuspensionTraining is the hottest new fitness discovery!
TRXTraining engages core muscles, while working your entire body.

The Body Studio Presents

~ A 4 week class series ~
Affordable – Effective – Small

• $15 per class - Get 2 Classes FREE by mentioning this ad •

All ages & fitness levels are welcome. Small class size allows for personal instruction.
Limited class size, so sign up now! Don’t wait until January to get fit. Start Now!

Get detailed info about the class at www.BodyStudioForFitness.com
Click in “Latest Events” or call 650-212-5000 ask for Dan or Theresa
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SANMATEO
D A I L Y N E W S

Starts Monday, December 14th – January 12th

6:15 – 7AM
5 days per wk/Mon-Fri mornings

A great start to your day!
(no class Fri 12/25 & Fri 1/1)

Stay fit through the Holidays! 
Avoid the inevitable 5 lb. Holiday weight gain.

Winter Registration Now Open. Register Today!
con t inu ing s tud i e s . s t an fo rd . edu

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts
& sciences, creative writing, and professional & personal development.
Designed to cultivate learning and enrich the lives of adults in the Bay
Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all.

Clean Tech Entrepreneurship

Investing in Innovation and Growth

Financial Modeling and Business Decisions

Sustainable Design

Tools for Strategic Management

Competitive Advantage through Operational Excellence

Strategic Marketing of High Tech and Clean Tech

Manager as Coach and Mentor

Enhanced Website Design

Public Speaking

Featured Winter Courses:

WINTER 2010Stanford Continuing Studies

Liberal Arts & Sciences • Creative Writing • Professional & Personal Development

We invite you to review the new

Holiday
SELECTION

Sonia’s Apparel
Sometimes it takes a special eye and a helpful 

Wardrobe consultant to suggest just the right outfit or 
accessory. Whether you’re dressing for a corporate event, 

a family celebration or any occasion.

Sizes 4 to 24 Alterations Done on Premises

Holiday Hours
Thursdays - Dec 3rd, 10th & 17th open till 8pm

Mon - Fri - 10-6:30pm • Sat 10-5pm

• Leather Cleaning,
Repair & Reconditioning 

• Re-soling 
• Umbrella Sale 
• Water Repellent for Jackets

1177 El Camino Real Menlo Park
Between Oak Grove & Santa Cruz Ave.

650-326-4481

Bring in Adand Receive10% OFFARE YOU READY
FOR VACATION?

George Moon Joseph H. K. Lee
(650) 799-8135 (650) 326-4481

MENLO JOE’S
SHOE & LUGGAGE REPAIR

(and Accessories)

SLIDE SCANNING
35¢ A SLIDE

4966 El Camino Real, Los Altos
(650) 964-1023

www.MySpecialPhotos.com

Negative, Photo, Film & Tape Conversion
$100.00 minimum order.

CUSTOM SLIDESHOWS
FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS

HOLIDAY FAIR
Fine Crafts ♦ Local Artists
December 11, 12, 13, 2009

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-5
Hoover House

(aka “The Girl Scout House”)
1120 Hopkins, Palo Alto

for information:

650-625-1736 or TheArtifactory@aol.comU
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Brady, Bundchen 
welcome baby boy

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. 
— New England Patriots quarter-
back Tom Brady and supermodel 
Gisele Bundchen have welcomed
a baby boy. 

Brady announced the birth 
Wednesday. He said the boy 
was born Tuesday and that he 
and Bundchen had not chosen a
name. “Everyone’s great,” Brady 
said. “I didn’t get much sleep.”

Brady also has a 2-year-old
son, Jack, with actress Bridget
Moynahan. Bundchen is a mother
for the first time. The birth was 
first reported by People.com. 

Brady and Bundchen were
married in February in Los Ange-
les in a small ceremony. In April,
they held another wedding cer-
emony in Costa Rica for friends 
and family.

On Wednesday, Brady

showed up 16 minutes late for his 
weekly media availability. Asked 
what was new, he said, “a normal 
week,” and smiled.

FBI: Mich. pair tried
to extort John Stamos

MARQUETTE, Mich. — 
Two people in Michigan have 
been charged with threatening 
to sell photos of John Stamos 
unless he paid them $680,000.

Stamos spokesman Matt 
Polk said Tuesday the photos 
simply are pictures of the ac-
tor posing with fans. He says
the photos eventually will be re-
leased.

Weezer cancels tour
after bus crash

ALBANY, N.Y. — Weezer
has canceled the rest of its Decem-
ber tour after the lead singer was 
injured in a bus crash in New York.
Rivers Cuomo and band assistant 
Sarah Kim suffered minor injuries 
when the group’s tour bus skid-
ded on ice, struck a guide rail and 
slid into a ditch Sunday morning. 
Cuomo’s condition isn’t clear. 

A message on the band’s Web 
site says Weezer is canceling the 
rest of its Raditude tour and will 
try to reschedule those dates. 

— Associated Press
Model Gisele Bundchen and New England 
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady / AP

DUNE TRAN
From page 8


